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In	the	years	I've	been	writing	for	HowStuffWorks,	I've	had	quite	range	of	assignments.	Some	are	highly	technical	and	send	me	to	a	nearby	university	library	for	research.	Others	allow	me	to	draw	on	life	experiences	as	well	as	popular	literature	and	websites.	None,	however,	has	seemed	as	strange	as	this	one	–	Are	there	really	condoms	with	QR	codes?
I	thought	my	assignment	editor	was	playing	a	joke.	But	a	little	time	online	showed	me	that	yes,	QR	codes	have	even	invaded	the	bedroom.	And	that	savvy	public	relations	professionals	are	figuring	out	all	sorts	of	ways	to	tap	into	the	latest	technology	and	modes	of	communication	in	their	efforts	to	reach	young	people.	My	online	research	led	me	to	a
phone	conversation	with	a	person	who	probably	knows	more	than	anyone	else	about	condoms	with	QR	codes,	and	he	told	me	about	the	good	intentions	behind	what	at	first	seems	a	bit	weird.	Related	Articles	How	Condoms	WorkHow	Planned	Parenthood	WorksHow	2-D	Barcodes	Work	Bangstyle.	"Sweden	creates	QR-Code	Condoms."	(June	25,



2012)Cook,	John.	"The	Condom	of	the	Future?	Planned	Parenthood	Offers	High-Tech	Rubber	with	QR	Code."	GeekWire,	Feb.	24,	2012.	(June	23,	2012)	Monica.	"Condoms	with	QR	codes	enable	smartphone	check-ins."	CBS	News,	March	1,	2012.	(June	23,	2012)	Nathan.	New	Media	Coordinator.	Planned	Parenthood	of	the	Greater	Northwest.	Personal
interview	by	telephone,	June	26,	2012.Engebretson,	Nathan.	"Where	Did	You	Wear	It?"	Focus	on	Planned	Parenthood.	Winter	2012.	Planned	Parenthood	of	the	Great	Northwest.	(June	23,	2012)	Carrie.	"Condom	Codes	Let	Users	'Check	In'	to	Safe	Sex."	ABC	News,	March	1,	2012.	(June	25,	2012)	Jeff.	"How	QR	Codes	Can	Grow	Your	Business."	Social
Media	Examiner.	Feb.	7,	2011.	(June	28,	2012)	Xpress.	"New	app	lets	Swedes	test	sex	with	friends,	fantasy	figures."	June	19,	2012	(June	28,	2012)	Parenthood.	"Planned	Parenthood	of	the	Great	Northwest	Launches	www.WhereDidYou	WearIt.com	to	Promote	Safe	Sex.	"	(June	24,	2012)	Zesty.	"Sweden	Promotes	Innovative	Safe	Sex	Through	QR	Codes
&	Love	Making	App."	Dec.	9,	2011.	(June	27,	2012)	Those	little	black-and-white	squares	are	taking	over!	Every	newspaper	drips	with	them,	they	can	be	seen	in	art	galleries	and	shaved	into	footballer's	heads.	Obviously	someone	thinks	they're	a	good	idea	-	yet	lots	of	people	seem	to	get	very	irate	at	their	very	mention.	Here's	my	quick	guide	to	the	top
ten	myths	about	QR	codes.It's	true	that	the	most	popular	use	of	QR	codes	is	for	URLs,	but	in	fact	they	can	contain	any	type	of	text.	This	means	that	you	can	use	them	to	send	emails,	text	messages,	point	out	geographic	locations,	log	in	to	WiFi,	or	even	make	a	phone	call.2.	No	one	is	scanning	QR	codesIt's	a	popular	meme	that	QR	codes	are	made	by
over	enthusiastic	marketing	departments	despite	no	one	scanning	them.	Public	statistics	can	be	hard	to	find,	but	TfL's	QR	codes	in	London	are	scanned	by	around	10,000	people	per	month.	The	QRpedia	enabled	exhibits	in	the	Miro	museum	were	scanned	over	12,000	times.3.	Visual	recognition	will	make	QR	codes	obsoleteWouldn't	it	be	great	to	point
your	phone	at	a	poster	and	have	it	slurp	the	information	off?	Well,	yes,	but	it's	highly	expensive	and	really	impractical.	It	requires	lots	of	centralised	infrastructure	and	high	computing	power.	There's	also	the	tricky	issue	of	homographic	disambiguation	-	computers	find	it	really	tricky	to	tell	the	difference	between	1!Il|	or	even	0	and	O.4.	NFC	kicks	the
arse	of	QR	codesAhhh,	NFC.	The	"cold	fusion"	of	the	mobile	world.	Like	cold	fusion	it	will	revolutionise	the	industry	and	it's	merely	a	few	years	away!	Sadly	NFC	has	been	a	few	years	away	for	the	last	decade!	There	are	virtually	no	NFC	handsets	on	the	market	and	the	tags	are	expensive.	Almost	every	cameraphone	can	have	a	free	QR	scanner	and	the
codes	are	cheap	to	generate	and	print.You	know	how	you	can	scratch	CDs	and	they	will	still	play?	They	contain	error-correction	which	means	that	minor	defects	can	easily	be	ignored.	QR	codes	incorporate	the	same	technology	-	meaning	up	to	30%	of	a	code	can	be	damaged	or	obscured	and	the	code	will	still	be	scannable.6.	QR	codes	look
boringThere's	no	need	for	QR	codes	to	look	boring.	You	can	combine	a	variety	of	colours	and	logos	into	a	QR	code	-	just	so	long	as	you	remember	not	to	obscure	the	three	corner	squares.	Take	a	look	at	these	examples:From	left	to	right:	France's	QR	branding	at	Mobile	World	Congress;	Sky;	Red	Hot	Chilli	Peppers	7.	QR	codes	can	be	invertedNo.	No
they	can't.	Don't	even	try	this.	Some	QR	scanners	will	attempt	to	invert	the	image,	but	the	majority	just	won't	be	able	to	cope.	(opens	in	new	tab)8.	You	need	mobile	/	WiFi	signal	to	use	QR	codesWith	the	advent	of	WiFi	in	the	London	Underground,	this	complaint	has	started	to	dry	up.	However,	nearly	every	single	QR	scanner	will	store	the	results	of	a
scan	so	you	can	access	it	once	you're	back	in	coverage.9.	It's	really	complicated	to	generate	QR	codesThere	are	a	tonne	of	free	and	easy	to	use	QR	generators:ZXingQR	StuffQR	Generator	PHP	(on	GitHub)10.	QR	codes	are	easy	to	usePerhaps	the	most	contentious	one.	Because	it's	so	easy	to	generate	QR	codes	there	is	a	tendency	for	people	to	put
them	to	really	bad	use.	QR	codes	on	billboards	too	high	for	anyone	to	scan,	codes	on	motorways	when	cars	are	travelling	too	fast	to	scan,	codes	which	lead	to	non-mobile	websites,	codes	hidden	behind	other	objects	-	the	list	is	almost	endless.ConclusionQR	codes	are	on	an	unstoppable	rise	-	they	are	being	used	by	businesses	both	large	and	small,
they're	used	by	activists	and	individuals,	they're	on	billboards	and	badges.	They're	free	to	use,	and	customers	seem	to	have	taken	a	shine	to	them.	QR	scanners	now	regularly	feature	among	the	top	downloaded	apps	from	app	stores.	So,	I	say	that	it's	time	to	embrace	QR	codes	in	all	their	blocky	glory.	Jump	aboard	the	QR	revolution	and	start	scanning!
Thank	you	for	reading	5	articles	this	month*	Join	now	for	unlimited	accessEnjoy	your	first	month	for	just	£1	/	$1	/	€1	*Read	5	free	articles	per	month	without	a	subscription	Join	now	for	unlimited	accessTry	first	month	for	just	£1	/	$1	/	€1	Media	Platforms	Design	TeamSee	that	thing	at	the	right	there?	You've	probably	noticed	these	around,	mainly	on
advertisements.	It's	called	a	QR	code,	and	marketers	want	you	to	use	your	smartphone's	camera	to	"read"	it.	Here's	what	you	should	know	about	them...	and	how	to	make	your	own!QR	(Quick	Response)	codes	are	a	type	of	barcode	—	not	unlike	the	vertically-lined	ones	on	every	product	you	buy	—	that	provide	information	when	read	by	a	scanner
equipped	to	interpret	it.	They	were	first	used	in	the	mid-90s	by	a	Japanese	car	manufacturer	as	a	way	to	keep	track	of	parts,	but	marketers	have	begun	using	them	as	a	fun	way	to	encode	and	share	additional	information	with	consumers,	beyond	what	they	can	squeeze	into	an	advertisement.	(The	one	shown	here	is	Good	Housekeeping's.)After
downloading	an	app	(I	like	QuickMark,	but	there	are	a	ton	of	options	out	there),	you	use	your	smartphone's	camera	to	capture	the	code.	You'll	then	immediately	be	asked	if	you'd	like	to	see	whatever	info	the	code	indicates	—	it	could	be	a	prompt	to	go	to	a	website	URL	or	to	send	an	e-mail	(say,	to	enter	a	contest).	Marketers	are	also	using	them	to
offer	discounts	and	coupons	—	a	reason	it	really	pays	to	look	for	these	on	ads.	Further,	tech	savvy	companies	are	putting	them	on	employees'	business	cards,	so	the	contact	info	can	be	quickly	read	and	imported	into	a	recipient's	cell	phone's	address	book.To	create	your	own,	you	can	use	a	phone	app	(QuickMark	does	this),	or	go	to	a	QR	generator
website,	such	as	QRStuff.com	or	Qurify.com.	Some	ideas	for	what	you	might	encode:	your	contact	info,	your	Facebook	profile	page	URL,	or	even	a	Google	Map	of	your	house	(for	a	party	invitation,	for	example).	Once	created,	you	can	save	the	square	code	as	an	image	file	that	you	can	share	or	paste	wherever	you	see	fit,	or	you	can	email	or	text	it	to
your	friends	and	family	(phone	apps	can	also	interpret	codes	sent	this	way).Have	you	ever	scanned	a	QR	code?	What	do	you	think	of	them?	And	how	might	you	use	a	self-created	one?	Please	tell	us	in	the	comments	below.	Opera	has	just	announced	another	major	update	is	making	its	way	to	the	Android	mobile	browser	that	long	ago	surpassed	100
million	downloads	in	the	Google	Play	Store.	Opera	for	Android	46	brings	a	couple	of	important	new	features,	as	well	as	small	improvements	worth	mentioning	like	QR	code	scanning,	copy,	and	paste.The	most	important	new	features	included	in	this	update	–	themes	and	night	mode,	are	now	available	to	everyone	owning	an	Android	device	and	using
Opera	v46.	The	new	UI	themes	announced	today	can	be	customized	by	users	who	can	tweak	the	colors.	If	you	want	to	take	advantage	of	the	new	Themes	feature,	you	can	find	it	in	the	Settings	menu.The	new	Night	Mode	is	exactly	what	it	says,	a	more	convenient	way	to	read	late	at	night.	Using	the	night	mode	will	put	less	strain	on	the	eyes	and	enable
a	more	comfy	reading	in	the	dark.	Night	mode	Next,	private	tabs	notifications	have	been	implemented	to	allow	those	using	Opera's	private	tabs	to	keep	them	…	private.	The	developers	have	added	a	small	ghost	as	a	reminder	of	these	open	private	tabs	in	the	notification	tray,	so	when	you	tap	it,	it	will	close	all	private	tabs.A	new	QR	code	scanner	is
now	available	on	the	right	side	of	the	address	bar.	Also,	you	can	now	tap	on	the	address	bar	to	copy	or	paste	a	web	address.	Finally,	at	users'	request,	Opera	added	an	option	that	allows	Android	users	to	disable	trending	searches	suggestions	(it's	available	in	the	Settings).source:	Opera,	Google	Play	Store
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